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O ccurence and Control Countemm easure of
Sphaeragpsis Sapinea Shoot B light on Conifer in theW orld

W u Xiaogin

Abstract Sphaerapsis sapinea causes shoot blight, canker, collar rot and blue stain of 8 genera conifer
(hosts up to ca 60 species and varieties). The disease occursworldw ide and has been reported from at
least 30 countries It has been associated w ith significant econom ic damage in exotic pine plantations in
Nev Zealand, South A frica and China Environmental conditions (Climate, site, nutrient availability)
and host susceptibility have great effect on incidence of darnage caused by the parasitlc fungus The
practical disease controt measures are to enhance host grow th by the selection of suitable site, the re-
placement of susceptible gpecies and cultivarsw ith more resistant ecies and cultivars and the reduction
of physiological stressof hosts A ttention has been given to chenical and biological control of S. sap-
inea in nurseries and plantations
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